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Overview  
This freeware package has been developed to allow a vessel owner to quickly create an inventory list 

of items on board the vessel and to set check dates for regular maintenance routines. It also links for 

each inventory item to likely supplier web sites, and has updated suggested maintenance routines to 

provide ΨōŜǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΩ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘΦ ±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ 

work reports and inventory lists.  

Additionally basic vessel details and dimensions are also held, including basic summary reports. 

System Requirements  
You will require: 

An Internet connection (Broadband for install is better) 

Operating systems: Windows XP, Windows Vista (other systems may work but are untested) 

1 GB memory (recommended) 

40MB hard disk space (recommended) 

 

Accessing the installer and data  
The installation of the software is via Microsoft ΨClickonceΩ installer. This is a recent development 

and may be slightly different to more familiar install routines, where an install location for the 

ǎƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŦƻǊΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƪŜǇǘ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ Ψaȅ 

ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎΩ ƛƴ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ ·tΣƻǊ Ψ5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎΩ ƛƴ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ Vista, you will prompted for this location. 

This will allow you to ensure that the data you maintain is not overwritten on subsequent upgrades, 

and that you can simply back up all the data. 

ΨClickonceΩ technology allows the software to be updated by only updating individual files that may 

have changed, this is preferable to re-installing the full application. When you start up the software, 

if software updates ar available, you will be prompted to download and install them. To enable the 

updates to be recognised you will need to be connected to the internet. In a similar way, to update 

the data files from Yacht Manager Software, and to view supplier details through their websites you 

will also need an internet connection. Having said this, the software has been designed to run 

without an internet connection, as it is recognised that with boating applications there may be many 

times that you are not connected to the internet. 

The software does need some ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ  ŦƛƭŜǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨΦNet FǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ оΦрΩ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ 

installed already on your computer, otherwise you will need to install it, this is all checked and 

carried out by the installer, but the file can be as big as 200MB so do not attempt to download via a 

satellite connection unless you have very deep pockets. 
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Installing  
Installation is a very simple routine that does require an internet connection to download and 

register the software. 

By going to the appropriate download site, you should be directed to a download page, This 

ultimately will download from the http://www.YachtManagerSoftware.com web site. 

¢ƘŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ΨΦbŜǘ FǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ оΦрΩ ƛǎ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ƛŦ ƴƻǘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎǳƛŘŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

downloading and installing it, this may require a reboot of your system. 

The installer will then start the installation of the Yacht Manager Lite software, which only requires 

you to acknowledge to allow it to proceed. 

Should you be unfortunate enough to get any error messages, to enable the software to be 

supported, please note the error and email the details to support@yachtmanagersoftware.com 

The first time you run the installed software it will present you with a form that asks some basic 

questions for registration.  

 

Firstly it will check to see if the 

internet is present, as the installation 

cannot complete without an internet 

connection. 

 

 

 

 

 

Once an internet connection is 

ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨƴŜȄǘΩ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

enabled. Click to move on. If no 

internet is available you will be 

prompted before closing the form 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:support@yachtmanagersoftware.com
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Read and accept the licence 

agreement 

 

 

 

 

Select a directory where the data and 

configurations can be stored. The 

directory must have full read/write 

permissions. For simplicity it is 

ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ψaȅ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎΩ 

ƛƴ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ ·t ƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ψ5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎΩ 

folder in Windows Vista are used. 

Whichever directory is chosen a 

subdirectory called 

Ψ¸ŀŎƘǘaŀƴŀƎŜǊ5ŀǘŀΩ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ 

off that 

 

If you are given a supplier code 

(something like SC1006) then enter 

that in the first box, this allows you 

access to specific Sponsor details. If 

no code is suggested then you can 

leave it blank. 

Then complete contact  email, and 

Vessel Name. 

Then click the button to obtain a 

product code before moving on with 

next 
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There may be basic specification details for your vessel if it is a standard design.  These are 

downloaded from the internet at the Yacht Manager Software web site. They are grouped by builder 

and then design name. This can save you time loading up standard details. 

{ŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŘƛƻ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƭŜŦǘΦ LŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ΨƻƴŜ ƻŦŦΩ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ, then that will 

also be loaded into the design field. If it is a standard design then the details may be found in the 

grid list of vessels. 

To find your standard design you can expand or collapse the builder tree then look for the design 

under that builder name, alternatively you can type in the box under the heading (Design (type 

search below) to search for designs beginning with the search terms you enter, as you can see in the 

example ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ Ψ5L{Ω Ƙŀǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƎƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ Ψ5L{ΩΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ Řƻ 

a wild card search using % sign e.g. Ψ҈5L{Ω ǿƻǳƭŘ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǳǘ ŀƭƭ ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎ containing the letters DIS. Using 

the ΨClear FilterΩ button will reset the search terms.  

If you find the design you are looking for, double click the line to load it into the ΨDesignΩ field. You 

are then ready to move on via the next button 

 

 

The final page summarises the 

information you have entered. This 

allows  you an opportunity to go 

back using the ΨPreviousΩ buttons to 

make amendments. 

Clicking the continue button will 

load up the data and complete the 

install. 
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You will have now completed 

your Initialisation and you 

will be taken to the standard 

ΨSwitchboardΩ or menu 

screen. 

This will be the normal 

screen you will see at start up 
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Launching the software  
ΨClickonceΩ installer does not put a shortcut icon on the desktop, but you can start the software from 

the list of programs under the name Yacht Manager Lite. It is possible to create shortcuts and move 

them to the desktop yourself, refer to Microsoft help 

When the software is started and a connection to the internet exists, then a check will be made to 

see if you are running the latest version of the software. If a later version is available then you will be 

given the option to download the later version. It is recommended you install the latest version of 

software. 

When the software is started the ΨSwitchboardΩ screen is shown, and in the background a check will 

be made to see if you have the latest data installed. The status line on the bottom left will let you 

know if more up to date data is available, or if you have not backed up recently. If you wish to load 

the latest data then using the ΨUpdatesΩ option will take you through that. 

 

Ȭ-ÏÕÓÅ /ÖÅÒȭ (ÅÌÐ 

Throughout the application ΨMouse overΩ help is available on most fields and buttons. Simply move 

the mouse cursor over a field or button and wait 1 second and a simple help option is displayed. This 

disappears after about 5 seconds, to recall it simply move the cursor away, wait a second and hover 

over again. 
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Switchboard  
 

 

 

This is in effect the master menu screen 

from which the other screens are run. 

Closing this screen will close the whole 

application, although if you have the 

ΨBack up on closeΩ option selected then 

you will go to the ΨbackupΩ screen first 

 

 

This screen has the following elements 

Sponsor/Supplier Links  
These are the icons at the top showing sponsors or suppliers and are also hyperlinks to the 

appropriate web sites of the companies. 

Title Banner  
This indicates the vessel name for which the application is maintaining data for. 

Information Screen  
This is on the right hand side of the screen and is updated automatically, to update you on any 

relevant news items or announcements. 

Menu 
This is the left hand frame and is the launcher for other screens, The sections can be collapsed by 

clicking the header. e.g. clicking ΨSupportΩ will hide or show the items underneath that heading. 

Inventory  
This will launch the screen maintains the inventory items and the check list of work to do as well as 

reporting on all the inventory items 

Vessel Details 
This screen maintains details on your vessel for general reference, including measurements, 

capacities, sail details and owner details. A report can be produced summarising all the details 

 

  



Yacht Manager Lite Help Document Page 11 

Inventory & Checklist  
 

This screen manages the vessels inventory and work schedules by way of check lists. 

A comprehensive list of items that are likely to be used on board will already be loaded into the 

database, these items are sorted into Main and sub category for grouping. From this list you can 

select the items that you know you have on board, instantly giving a full inventory. In time items that 

need to be regularly checked can be identified, and additional information such as Manufacturer, 

serial numbers, models and general notes can be added. 

The information can be seen using different views, which are in effect  filters for items on board, to 

be check, have maintenance due etc. 

Reports for inventories and work lists can be simply produced that can be printed or exported to 

other applications such as Word or Excel. 

 

The screen is basically divided into 3 parts, Standard Header, the left panel which lists the items 

sorted in a tree format by main category, sub category then Item, and the right hand panel which 

shows the detail for a selected item from the left panel 

Views 
Different Views are available, these can be selected from the Views drop down box on the top of the 

left panel. The views are:  

All This displays all items in the database, In this view the left panel is read only and 
all data updates are made in the right hand panel 

On Board This view displays all items which have been identified as being part of the vessels 
inventory, by checking or ticking the Ψon boardΩ box 

To Check This view displays all items which are checked or ticked as being items Ψto checkΩ, 
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this does not filter by check date but keeps the order of Main, then sub category 
followed by item 

Due This view displays all Ψto checkΩ items but sorts them by date order with the 
earliest date first 

User A user can create their own items, or duplicate existing items to allow the 
recording of serial numbers. All items created by a user can be listed 

Quick View ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǳǇ ǾƛŜǿΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ƭƭΩ ǾƛŜǿ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
detail panel on the right is blanked out. On the grid tree on the left the check 
ōƻȄŜǎ ŦƻǊ Ψhƴ ōƻŀǊŘΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ¢ƻ /ƘŜŎƪΩ ŀǊŜ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŜŘƛǘŜŘΦ LŦ ŀ Ψǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪΩ 
box is checked the default date on the right panel is loaded as the check date. 
This view allow rapid selection of your inventory 

 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǾƛŜǿǎ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ vǳƛŎƪ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ōƻȄŜǎ ŦƻǊ Ψhƴ .ƻŀǊŘΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ¢ƻ /ƘŜŎƪΩ ŀǊŜ 

read only, to amend them they must be changed in the detail screen, whereas the Quick view screen 

allows them to be amended on the listing screen, but no access to the detail part is available. 

 

Product listing panel (left hand panel)  
This panel displays all items listed, including core items (those supplied by Yacht Manager Software 

and those created by the user). These can be filtered with different views (see above) 

¢ƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ƛǎ ƎǊƻǳǇŜŘ ōȅ aŀƛƴ /ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ {ǳō ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ƛƴ ŀ ΨǘǊŜŜ ǎǘȅƭŜΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ƻǊ 

collapsed.  

 

 

 

Refresh Clear Filter Collapse Expand Views 

Search 

Ψhƴ .ƻŀǊŘΩ 

Check Box 

Ψ¢ƻ /ƘŜŎƪΩ 

Check Box 
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Collapse/Expand Grid  
 

 

¢ƘŜ Ψ¢ǊŜŜ {ǘȅƭŜΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƛŘ allows you to expand or collapse the main and sub categories. The 

ΨCollapse allΩ and ΨExpand allΩ buttons in the tool bar at the top allow you to group by category for 

easy navigation. In the example above the ΨCollapse allΩ button was pressed and then the 

subcategory for sail covers was expanded using theΩ+Ω button to reveal 2 items listed under that 

category.  

The refresh button simply reloads the grid listing for the given view 
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Searching for items  
.ȅ ǘȅǇƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘŜǊƳ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ΨLǘŜƳ όǘȅǇŜ ōŜƭƻǿ ǘƻ ǎŜŀǊŎƘύΩ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ 

instantly filter the items for the search term as in the example below 

 

9ƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ΨŀƴŎƘƻǊΩ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘŜǊƳ, filters all items containing the word anchor. 

The ΨClear FilterΩ button can remove all search filters. 

The full IteƳ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜǎƻǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀǎŎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǊŘŜǊ ōȅ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨǎƻǊǘ ŎƻƭǳƳƴΩ 

button, but it will only sort within the Grouping category 

¢ƘŜ Ψ[ƛǎǘ ŀƭƭ ƛǘŜƳǎ ƛƴ /ƻƭǳƳƴΩ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƛǘŜƳǎ ƛƴ ŀǎŎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǎƻǊǘ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŀǎ ōŜƭƻǿ 

 

 

Sort Column 

List All Items 

in the 

Column 
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It em Detail panel (right panel)  
 

This panel shows the detailed information for each itemΦ aƻǎǘ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ψ/ƻǊŜΩ ƛǘŜƳǎΩ 

supplied by Yacht Manager Software, users can also create their own, but where possible it is 

recommended that you use the core items as they will be updated with suggested maintenance 

details 

 

 

 

 

Item Panel  
This panel contains the item description and category information. Core items are supplied by Yacht 

Manager Software and will be updated periodically, so where possible using Core records  is 

preferable as it reduces the user effort to maintain the record. The Record ID is displayed in the top 

right hand corner, and if it is a CƻǊŜ ƛǘŜƳ ǘƘŜ L5 ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊŜŦƛȄŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ψ/Ω. If an item is duplicated for 

the purposes of storing specific details against each item, such as location or serial number then the 

ŘǳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜŦƛȄŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ψ5Ω and where a completely unique item is created by the user 

ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇǊŜŦƛȄŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ψ¦ΩΦ !ƭƭ ŎƻǊŜ ƛǘŜƳ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘ only ŀƴŘ ƴƻƴ ŜŘƛǘŀōƭŜΦ {ŜŜ Ψ!ŘŘƛng, 

ŘǳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭŜǘƛƴƎ ¦ǎŜǊ LǘŜƳǎΩ  

  

Add Item Delete Item Duplicate Item Reports 

Feedback 

Item, ID and 

Category 

panel 

Tabbed detail 

panel 

(see separate 

descriptions) 
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Tabbed detail panel  
The tabbed detail panel displays all the detailed information for each item and is detailed below tab 

at a time 

 

Ȭ/Î "ÏÁÒÄȭ 4ÁÂ 

 

 

 

This tabbed page allows you to seƭŜŎǘ ŀƴ LǘŜƳ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ Ψƻƴ ōƻŀǊŘΩ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ your inventory 

ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ōƻȄ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘΦ /ƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻȄ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ¢ƻ 

/ƘŜŎƪΩ ǘŀōΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅ 

The Units field indicates how many items there are. This can be used alongside duplicates (see 

separately) to allow individual serial numbers or locations to be stored against individual items. 

The ΨMakeΩ and ΨLocationΩ fields, look up other makes or locations you have entered into the 

database so they are consistently recorded, which improves data quality for reports such as 

inventory by location. Simply drop the combination box by clicking the arrow to the right of the field 

to select existing entries 
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Ȭ4Ï #ÈÅÃËȭ4ÁÂ 

 

 

The ΨTo CheckΩ tab is only available if the item is selected as part oŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ψhƴ 

.ƻŀǊŘΩ /ƘŜŎƪ ōƻȄΦ 

To include Items in reports for scheduling work or checks, then tick the check box to the left. This 

will enable the fields on the tabbed page and set the check date to today, to change that date click 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨΦΦΦΩ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

following drop down will appear. 

To set the check date either choose a date from the date 

picker, using month and year to advance in time or simply 

click one of the auto advance items on the right, e.g. +1w 

will advance 1 week from the displayed date, +1m one 

month and +1y one year etc. 

Reset will return to the original date entered when 

opened 

 

The action note allows prompts for work to be done and appears in the work report 
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Ȭ7ÅÂ 3ÅÁÒÃÈȭ  4ÁÂ 

 

 

This page allows you to search for related items through the Sponsor link pages, provided you have 

and active internet connection. 

There can be many Sponsor links which can be scrolled through by the scroll bar at the bottom or 

you can view more by maximising the application screen in the top right corner of the window. 

There are 2 types of web link related to a sponsor, Either the web home page link, or where a search 

facility exists on the sponsor site, a link using a search term which is stored for each item in the ΨWeb 

SearchΩ field. In both cases the link will open your default web browser and link to that page. 

Where a suitable email address is available there is also an email link which opens your default email 

editor and preloads basic address, subject and email body items which you can then add your own 

message to. 

In cases you may wish to send an email to all the links for that item as a general enquiry, such as for 

marine insurance enquiries.  The Ψemail AllΩ button will do the same as a specific email link but 

include email address for this item  
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The notes tabbed page is a free text memo field that allows you to keep your own notes specific to 

this item. 

In most cases core items contain some note prompts when loaded initially. These prompts identify 

typical additional information that may be useful. In this example above; Material, Diameter, Length, 

Top Connector, Bottom Connector and Adjustable Backstay are all prompts, and each would initially 

appear as Length with 3 question marks e.g. Length: ???. This is done for the missing data report, to 

ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƭƭŀǘŜ Řŀǘŀ ƻƴ ȅƻǳ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŀƴȅ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ΨΚΚΚΩ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ 

notes. As these are only prompts, if they are not applicable to your vessel then either remove the 

ΨΚΚΚΩ ƻǊ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǇǊƻƳǇǘ ƭƛƴŜΦ 

Once you have made changes to the notes field no automatic updates from Yacht Manager Software 

data updates will be made to that entry. 

You can add additional notes such as the one on toggles, and also simple history notes if required 
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The suggested maintenance field is a read only field that is supplied and updated by Yacht Manager 

Software.  

It offers general notes on maintaining and looking after the specific item. 

As the Yacht Manager Software database builds so there will be more data appearing in this field as 

a reference. 

This information can be included in some of the work reports 

 

 

  
































